HARLEY AND  GODOLPHIN       39
friends ; but whether moved by her own volition or by those around her, she had an important influence on the course of events.
The accession of Harley to the Cabinet gave Godolphin more than a painstaking  and zealous                         u|
member of his administration, for Harley at once                         Ki
became the most trusted and the most intimate of his colleagues, upon whose judicious advice in regard to home and foreign affairs, and to many delicate personal matters, it was his practice constantly to rely. Godolphin's confidence in Harley necessarily increased Marlborough's trust in the new Secretary of State, and there is no stronger confutation of the erroneous view which has often been taken of Harley's capacity, than the unbounded trust in his zeal and abilities which was shown by Godolphin and Marlborough from 1704 to 1707. Harley's tone towards Godolphin during this period, as indicated by his correspondence, was one of an almost too subservient humility, which may well have led Godolphin to think that Harley would never differ from him on any vital point of policy ; while, on the other hand, Godolphin's unconcealed reliance on him may easily have deceived even so sagacious a man as Harley, and caused him to believe that he was too valuable a colleague to be dismissed from Godolphin's administration.1 He underrated Harley's political 1 Longleat MSS., Hist. MSS. Com., p. 51.